
ONTARIO PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 

Tuesday, March 5, 2013 

The meeting was held at Queen of the Apostles Retreat Centre in Mississauga, Ontario. 

Present:  Most Rev. Colin Johnson; Canon Chris Riggs, Chancellor; Rev. Canon Robert Towler, 

Prolocutor; Ven. Harry Hustkins; Rev. Susan DeGruchy; Rt. Rev. Stephen Andrews; David Stamp; 

Garry Barker; Rev. Peter Smyth; James Kelso; Rev. Canon Dr. Timothy Connor; Rt. Rev. Tom 

Corston;  Patricia Lake; Rev. Lisa BrantFrancis; Rt. Rev. Michael Bird; Ian Pratt; Rev. Jean 

Archbell; Rt. Rev. Michael Oulton; Haroldine Neil-Burchert; Ven. Wayne Varley; Ven. Andrew 

Chisholm; Rt. Rev. John Chapman; Matthew Brown; Laura Walton-Clouston; Rev. Mark Kinghan; 

Hanna Maser. 

 

Regrets were received from Rt. Rev. Bob Bennett and Rev. Kathryn Otley. 

Archbishop Colin Johnson, the Metropolitan, chaired the meeting. 

Opening worship was led by Rt. Rev. Michael Oulton and Rt. Rev. M. Bird 

Archbishop Johnson explained that most of the meeting time was focussed on briefing  new 

members of the Council on its on-going work.    The agenda for the meeting was accepted by 

CONSENSUS 

It was moved by David Stamp and seconded by James Kelso that the Courtesies of the House be 

extended to Bev Oag (United Church representative), Murray MacAdam (Provincial Social 

Advocacy Representative and the Provincial Synod’s representative on the Ontario InterFaith 

Social Assistance Review Coalition), Rev. Canon Douglas Graydon (Provincial Chaplaincy and 

Related Matters Representative) and Rev. Canon David Linn (ACPO Secretary). 

             

       CARRIED 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

After amending the minutes to the read the Rev. Canon Rodney BrantFrancis instead of the 

Rev. Capt. Rodney BrantFrancis the Minutes of the meeting of Provincial Council on March 27, 

2012 were accepted by CONSENSUS. 

The Rev. Lisa BrantFrancis presented a gift of a beaded indigenous Cross from the diocese of 

Moosonee in thanks to the Rev. Susan DeGruchy for her work. 



 Archdeacon Harry Huskins reviewed the history and mandate of the Ecclesiastical Province of 

Ontario.  Archdeacon Susan DeGruchy outlined the Ontario Human Rights Commission policy 

reviews which are coming out this fall and will include Mental Illness rights.   

Ontario Provincial Commission on Theological Education (OPCOTE) 

OPCOTE’S mandate is established by Provincial Synod and is funded by the Synod.  OPCOTE is 

the only entity of its kind in the Canadian Church.  The Commission is comprised of one 

representative from each diocese and one from each of the seven Colleges involved in lay and 

ordination education along with a representative from the Lutheran Church, the General Synod, 

and related groups.  Bishop Patrick Yu has retired as chairman and Archbishop Johnson has 

appointed Bishop Stephen Andrews as the new Chair. 

ONTARIO MULTI-FAITH COUNCIL AND THE ONTARIO COLLEGE OF PSYCHOTHERAPISTS 

Rev. Canon Douglas Graydon presented an update on the Provincial Synod work involving 

OMFC and the College of Psychotherapists.   

The Council has been in operation for 40 years as an advisory body to the Provincial 

Government assessing the performance of chaplains. The Ontario Government is now stepping 

away and there will be no further funding from the government.  A group within the OMC is 

now looking at how to continue dealing with funding concerns and legislation concerning 

chaplains.   

The College of Psychotherapists is looking at issues involving unregulated health practitioners 

and clergy counselling especially with mental health issues which are complicated.  The 

Provincial Synod has been involved in discussions with the government and the new College’s 

Transitional Board for ten years. The primary concern is that the new College will attempt to 

regulate and require membership in the College by clergy carrying out normal pastoral 

counselling in their ministries. 

Expressions of gratitude were expressed to Doug for all his work in this area over many years. 

SOCIAL ADVOCACY WORK AND THE INTERFAITH SOCIAL ASSISTANCE REFORM COALITION  

Murray MacAdam reported that the Justice Camp went well.  The Ontario Provincial Synod 

provides financial grants to enable the Camp to take place. 

In dealing with poverty in Ontario there are good prospects for progress on some issues and 

social assistance proposals give some hope for the future.  Ontario’s Social Assistance Review 

Commission Report contains several proposals that rates be raised by $100 a month, keeping 

$200 per month of what is earned and raising the asset limits.  There is hope to raise the 



minimum wage to $11.50 an hour.  There will be a Forum for Religious Leaders at Queen’s Park 

on April 18 dealing with these issues. 

Thanks was expressed to Murray for all his ongoing work in this area over many years.   

ONTARIO CEMETERIES UPDATE 

Harry Huskins and Bev Oag (United Church national office staff) reported on a proposed move 

of the Cemeteries Regulation Unit out of the Ministry of Consumer Services to a yet-to-be 

created Delegated Administrative Authority.  A letter had been sent to the Honourable 

Margarett E. Best, Minister of Consumer Services, from the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of 

Ontario, the United Church, and Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario, expressing their concerns.  A 

reply has been received from the Deputy Minister stating that the proposals will be considered 

in their ongoing work. 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON POSTULANTS FOR ORDINATION (ACPO) 

The Rev. Canon David Linn, Ontario ACPO Secretary, reported on the history and ongoing work 

of ACPO.  Each year there are two sessions in the Province of Ontario and one in each of the 

other three ecclesiastical provinces. The Ontario Provincial Synod helps fund ACPO’s work and it 

is the single largest programme expenditure by the Provincial Synod.  Canon Linn said that a 

debt of gratitude is due to all assessors involved as well as the candidates themselves.   

FEDERAL BILL C-31 

Archbishop Johnson reported on the Bill dealing with refugees.  The Bill was amended on Dec. 

15, 2012 and the changes leave the designation of refugees dangerously vulnerable to political 

whims rather than ensuring a fair and independent decision about who is a refugee as well as 

costly measures to detain refugee claimants. 

 

SETTING OF PRIORITIES FOR THE NEXT THREE YEARS 

The Provincial Synod session last October in Kingston reviewed the Provincial Synod Priorities 

for its work over the previous three years and discussed what the Synod’s Priorities should be 

for the next three years.   Under our system of Priorities setting it then falls to the Provincial 

Council to actually choose these Priorities.  The Council members discussed this, identified the 

Priorities they want to pursue, and appointed a small drafting committee to put these into 

words. 



This drafting committee met immediately following the Provincial Council meeting and 

produced the following wording that will go before the next Provincial Council meeting in the 

Fall for approval: 

 The Provincial Synod Priorities for 2012 to 2015 

 1.  Advocacy:  Continuing the Provincial Council’s work in building relationships in the 

area of advocacy carried out in conjunction with public and private agencies sharing similar 

 objectives. 

 2. Education and Vocations:  Continuing the work of OPCOTE and our support for ACPO, 

as well as support for any initiatives in this area undertaken by our Ontario House of Bishops 

and  collaboration with related initiatives undertaken by the national Church. 

 3. Sharing of Resources:  Encouraging and facilitating more effective sharing of 

resources and ministry opportunities. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Din Oosterbaan, the Provincial Treasurer, reported on the Financial Statements as at December 

31, 2012 prepared by Grant Thornton, auditor. 

It was moved by Rt. Rev. M. Bird and seconded by Rt. Rev T. Corston that the audited financial 

statements to December 31, 2012 be adopted. 

             

   CARRIED 

PROLOCUTOR 

Rev. Canon Robert Towler reported that he planned to visit each of the provinces during the 

next triennium and would be going to Rupert’s Land in October 2013. 

Rt. Rev. M. Oulton moved that the meeting be adjourned. 

The meeting closed with prayers. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on October 8, 2013 in Toronto. 



 

Future meeting dates are: 

 

2013 -  Provincial Council:  October 8 

2014-  Provincial Council:  March 25  

          October 7 

2015-  Provincial Council:  March 24  

Provincial Synod in Toronto - October 14-16 

 

 

 

 

 


