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          October 24, 2017 
 
 
Briefing Note on the coming transition in the offices of the Metropolitan (Archbishop) 
   and the Bishop of Moosonee 
 
 
 

 Archbishop Johnson has announced that he will be retiring as Metropolitan and Archbishop 
of Toronto and Moosonee at the conclusion of our next regular Provincial Synod session scheduled 
for October of next year in Ottawa. 
 
 This, quite naturally, gives rise to some questions about how the transition in the offices of 
Metropolitan and Bishop of Moosonee will take place.  This Note is intended to help answer those 
questions: 
 
1)  The transition in the office of Metropolitan of our Province: 
 
 Our Provincial Canon II provides that the Metropolitan will be one of the diocesan bishops of 
the Province and that the Metropolitan is elected by the members of the Provincial Synod. 
 The election is chaired by the Prolocutor (vice-president of our Synod) and is by a secret 
ballot with the bishops and clergy voting together as one Order and the laity as a second Order. 
 The new Metropolitan assumes the Office during the Installation Service that will be held as 
part of the Ottawa Synod session. 
 
2)  The transition in the office of Bishop of Moosonee: 
 
 A reorganization of the administration of the Diocese of Moosonee was carried out by the 
Moosonee and Provincial Synods a few years ago.  Under this reorganization the Metropolitan of 
the Province serves as the Bishop of Moosonee until such time as Moosonee decides that it is 
financially capable of having a fulltime Bishop of its own. 
 Under the Moosonee and Provincial Canons the Moosonee Synod continues to hold the 
right to elect its own Bishop, as do the other Dioceses of our Province, but during the period that 
this reorganization is in place, the Moosonee Synod has delegated this election to the Provincial 
Synod which acts as an Electoral College on behalf of the Moosonee Synod in this matter.  This 
means that when our Provincial Synod elects our new Metropolitan it will, at the same moment, also 
elect the new Bishop of Moosonee. 
 The Moosonee and Provincial Canons have been written to address any concern that the 
new Metropolitan would find the additional responsibility for the administration of Moosonee, as well 
as that of their own Diocese, to be a burden.  The Canons have been written to allow the new 
Metropolitan to mould and shape their new ministry in Moosonee as it works best for them.  The 
Canons allow the new Metropolitan and Bishop of Moosonee to delegate their Moosonee functions 
to a diocesan administrator and the exclusively episcopal functions, such as ordinations and 
confirmations, to other Bishops.  It is unlikely to be the case but, in theory, a new Metropolitan and 
Bishop of Moosonee would not have to set foot in the diocese of Moosonee during the entire course 
of their Office as its Bishop.  
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