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 With the Provincial election and the continuation of the present Liberal government we 

have been continuing our work on the government’s new Poverty Reduction Strategy in 

collaboration with our partners in the Inter-Faith Social Assistance Reform Coalition (ISARC). 

 In an initial response, ISARC commended the government for the many positive 
elements in the new strategy announced in early September, including a pledge to eliminate 

homelessness and the allocation of $50 million for local anti-poverty efforts. However, ISARC 

noted that without clear targets, adequate resources and timelines, it will be difficult to make 

substantial progress. Our primary focus is on affordable housing and this is a priority issue with 
ISARC.  

 

 The Religious Leader’s Forum will be held at Queen’s Park (the Ontario Legislature’s 

building) on Thursday, November 27.  These are usually held twice a year (spring and autumn) 

and we join with ISARC in sponsoring these.   They feature key speakers on social justice 
issues along talks with the leadership of all three political Parties.  Housing issues will be a 

major focus of this next Queen's Park Forum along with the poverty strategy.  We would 

encourage anyone who would like to attend to do so as it is an opportunity to listen to and meet 

key social justice advocates and government decision makers. 
 

 We will be setting up meetings with meetings with key Cabinet Ministers such as 

Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister Ted McMeekin (a strong supporter of ISARC and our 

Anglican work), 
Community and Social Services Minister Helena Jaczek. 

 

 In addition, we are work in collaboration with partner advocacy groups such as the “25 in 

5 Network for Poverty Reduction” on specific plans to achieve poverty reduction goals. We are 
exploring the possibility of events in selected communities across Ontario, where community 

hearings could be held, as part of this effort. 
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