
Ontario Provincial Synod 
 

ONTARIO PROVINCIAL COMMISSION ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
 

Present Mandate 
 
Preamble 

  

I. A General Statement of Principles 

The Anglican Church in Ontario affirms its responsibility to nurture through education in the faith all God's 
people who have received ministry by their baptism. In this task the Anglican colleges and schools have 
an essential role in theological education, especially in the education, discernment, and formation of 
postulants for ordination within the Anglican Church and the formal equipping of laity for other ministries. 

Therefore, it is moved that the Provincial Synod of 2000 recommend: 

That the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario shall maintain the Ontario Commission on Theological 
Education on a permanent basis with the following membership: 

a. The Metropolitan, or his/her episcopal delegate who shall serve as chair; 

b. a representative of each of the seven dioceses to be chosen by his/her diocese for a three-year 
term concurrent with Provincial Synod, renewable once; 

c. one representative from each of the institutions providing theological education with the Province 
of Ontario, including a representative from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada; 

d. representatives of other theological institutions as may be recognised by the Province; 

e. other persons appointed from time to time by the Metropolitan in consultation with the 
Commission, such members without vote. 

The Commission shall: 

i. monitor the state of Anglican theological education, including graduate studies, in the 
Ecclesiastical Province. It shall continue to foster the on-going co-operation and mutual 
accountability that has already been established; 

ii. continue the process for the identification and sharing of resources in the theological 
institutions and the dioceses to meet specific and ongoing needs for theological education; 

iii. identify and co-ordinate through the Commission the research resources available through 
the theological institutions and dioceses to investigate and address issues of common 
concern; 

iv. provide continuing annual financial support to the colleges distinct from direct student 
assistance; 

v. encourage the bishops to direct students preparing for ordination to Provincial Anglican 
institutions of theological education; 

vi. encourage occasions to recognise theological education and the role of the theological 
institutions; 

vii. monitor individual and total diocesan funding of theological education; 

viii. monitor the diversity of theological education initiatives, such as native study programs, 
distance education, diocesan, provincial or national programs, and aboriginal and multi-ethnic 
initiatives. 

II. Guidelines 



It is moved that the following Guidelines from May, 1990, be continued as amended: 

1. Assessing the financial needs of the colleges and seeking the financial support of the Church in 
the Province for them and allocating to them the funds received. 

2. Monitoring, reporting, and encouraging discussion regarding the state of theological education in 
the Province, including curriculum and spiritual formation. 

3. Encouraging periodic meetings of Heads of Colleges in Ontario, Directors of Field Education, 
faculty, and bishops along with other diocesan personnel involved in theological training and 
ordination preparation. 

4. Working for ecumenical co-operation between Anglican theological colleges and other theological 
education institutions. 

5. Engaging in ecumenical discussion with respect to the provincial government funding of 
theological education. 

III. A Core Cost Funding Agreement 

The funding formula has been approved by the Provincial House of Bishops and the Executive 
Council of the Province. 

It is as follows: 

Ascertain the average number of students (full time equivalent]. 
Multiply by the gap between other funding and educational costs. 
Divide according to the ratio which the dioceses pay assessments to the Province. 


