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Agenda          March 23, 2015  
 
 
10:00 am Opening worship –  

• Acceptance of the Agenda 

• Courtesies of the House 

• Acceptance of the Minutes of the last meeting 

10:20 AM  Human Resources work collaboration among our dioceses:  Richard Dentinger / Oct 

2014 event and Thursday’s session 

10:40 am Anglican Journal insert about the upcoming Prov Synod session:  Andy Chisholm 

11:00 am Metropolitical election and its implication for the episcopacy in Moosonee: Prolocutor 

Rob Towler 

11:30 am    Heritage Act, Trust, and Conservation Review Board:  Dr. Mary-Cate Garden. 

 
12:00 pm Lunch 
 
1:00 pm  Secretariat for Government Relations:  Donna Cansfield and Murray MacAdam 
 
1:30 pm  ISARC update:  Murray MacAdam 
 
2:00 pm  OPCOTE update:  Bishop Andrews 
 
2:20 pm  Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report:  Din Oosterbaan, Treasurer 

   
2:30 pm  Provincial Synod 2015 Planning: 

- Members of the Planning Committee: David Stamp (Algoma),  Bishop 

Terry (Huron), Bishop Michael Bird (Niagara),  Andrew Chisholm  

(Ontario), Katheryn Otley (Ottawa), Deborah Longeran-Freake 

(Moosonee), Hannah Maser ( Youth member), Susan De Gruchy 

(Executive Officer) 

2:45 pm Recommendation to the Provincial Synod session:  Do we continue to rotate the site 
  of the Provincial Synod sessions among the dioceses, or hold it in one site to restrain
  costs?  (see accompanying Note)        
 
3:00 pm Closing Prayers 

  Adjournment 
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Supporting Documents: 
 
 
 
1.  Provincial Task Force on the Moosonee Canon 
 
March 2015 
 
BackgroundWhen the Diocese of Moosonee re-arranged their Episcopal structure two 
years ago , it was  decided that the Metropolitan would become the Bishop of Moosonee.   
Archbishop Johnson has carried out this ministry well, but has acknowledged that this is 
possible in large part due to the fact that he is from a diocese with four suffragan bishops 
and a large number of diocesan staff, who are able to carry on Episcopal ministry when he 
must be physically present in the Diocese of Moosonee. 
 
As we approach a Metropolitical election in October 2015 (and for future years) the 
question has been raised : How will this effect ministry when the Metropolitan is from a 
diocese which does not have such resources. 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
- We commend Archbishop Johnson, who has done tremendous work in building 
relationships with the people of Moosonee. His ability to be with them on numerous 
occasions (diocesan and parish level), makes it quite clear that they have a caring and 
connected Episcopal leadership. 
 
- We commend Bishop Tom Corston, who is able to provide Episcopal liturgical 
functions on behalf of the Bishop of Moosonee 
 
- We commend Archdeacon Deborah Lonergan-Freake and the Reverend Patricia 
Dorland for the local administrative leadership they give to the parishes. 
 
- Administrative functions (payroll etc.) are currently managed by Dioceses of Toronto 
and Quebec, and we are most appreciative. 
 
- While we believe that any bishop of the province (elected as Metropolitan) would 
embrace the opportunity to be part of the Diocese of Moosonee, the practical reality is that 
the added responsibility would be a strain on his/her current diocese. 
 
- The diocese of Moosonee currently provides an honorarium to the Diocese of 
Toronto, to offset the cost of Episcopal ministry (as well as a separate honorarium to the 
Assisting Bishop  of Moosonee) 
 
 
Possible Actions:  
- Keep arrangements as they currently exist 
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- Have Bishop of Toronto (not Metropolitan) serve as Bishop of Moosonee 
 
- Have  province fund part time Episcopal ministry in diocese of Metropolitan 
 
 
 
Motion to Province:  
 
That the steps be taken to amend Provincial Canon VII, to authorize the appointment of the 
Bishop of Toronto as Bishop of Moosonee. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Bishop John Chapman 
Archdeacon Wayne Varley 
Laura Walton 
Canon Rob Towler (chair) 
 
______________________________ 
 
 
2. Note on whether to continue to rotate Provincial Synod session sites 
 
 The question was raised at the last Provincial Synod session (2012) as to whether 
we should continue to move the site of Provincial Synod sessions among the dioceses, or 
hold the sessions at the site that would be the most economical so as to restrain costs.  An 
assurance was given at that time that the Provincial Council would consider the matter and 
bring a recommendation forward to the 2015 Provincial Synod session. 
 The largest component of cost to the Provincial Synod budget in holding a Synod 
session is transportation.  In order to bring an element of fairness to all of the dioceses 
these travel costs are paid out of the Provincial reserves that are set aside, in the amount 
of about $15,000 a year, in the budget of each of the years leading up to that in which the 
Synod is held.   
 
 There are arguments to be made on either side of this question.   
 
 On the one hand, the rotation of sites among the dioceses was introduced so the 
members attending the Synod session could become more familiar with a diocese and a 
community that they might never before have visited.    
 
  On the other hand, money saved by using the most economical site (likely to be 
Toronto) can then be used for other Provincial Synod programs and purposes.   
  
 The rotation schedule among the dioceses, starting in 2015, is: 
 
  Toronto 
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  Ottawa 
  Algoma 
  Niagara 
  Huron 
  Moosonee 
  Ontario 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. Provincial Synod Financial Review 
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_______________________________________ 
 
3. OPCOTE 
 

ONTARIO PROVINCIAL COMMISSION ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
 

Mandate 
1. Preamble 
 
The Ontario Provincial Commission on Theological Education grew out of provincial efforts in the 
early 1990s to monitor and promote theological education in the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario. 
It came into being by an act of the Ontario Provincial Synod in 1995, and was deemed to be a 
permanent body by an act of the Ontario Provincial Synod in 2000. 
 
2. A General Statement of Principles 
 
The Anglican Church in Ontario affirms its responsibility to nurture all God's people who by their 
baptism are disciples of Jesus Christ. In this task the Anglican colleges and schools have an 
essential role in theological education, especially in the education, discernment, and formation of 
postulants for ordination within the Anglican Church, and the formal equipping of laity for other 
ministries. 
 
 a. The Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario shall maintain the Ontario Provincial Commission 
 on Theological Education with the following membership: 
 
  i. the Metropolitan, or his/her episcopal delegate who shall serve as chair; 
 
  ii. a representative of each of the seven dioceses to be chosen by his/her diocese 
  for a three-year term, concurrent with Provincial Synod; 
 
  iii. one representative from each of the institutions providing theological education 
  within the Province of Ontario, including a representative from the Evangelical  
  Lutheran Church in Canada; 
 
  iv. a student from one of the institutions providing theological education within the 
  Province of Ontario; 
 
  v. representatives of other theological institutions as may be recognised by the  
  Province; and 
 
  vi. other persons appointed from time to time by the Metropolitan in consultation with 
  the Commission. Such members shall have voice, but no vote. 
 
3. Duties of the Commission 
 
The Commission shall: 
 
 a. promote Anglican theological education, including post-graduate studies, in the 
 Ecclesiastical Province; 
 
 b. foster co-operation and mutual accountability among and between dioceses and 
 theological institutions; 
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 c. encourage the identification and sharing of resources in the theological institutions and 
 the dioceses to meet specific and on-going needs for theological education; 
 
 d. identify and co-ordinate research resources, available through the theological institutions 
 and dioceses, required to investigate and address issues of common concern; 
 
 e. assess the financial needs of the colleges and seek the financial support of the church in 
 the province for them; 
 
 f. assess the financial needs of students and seek the financial support of the church in the 
 province for them; 
 
 g. monitor individual and total diocesan funding of theological education; 
 
 h. provide continuing annual financial support to the colleges, distinct from direct student 
 assistance, through the General Fund; 
  
 i. encourage provincial bishops to direct students preparing for ordination to provincial 
 Anglican institutions of theological education; 
 
 j. seek out opportunities to recognise theological education and the role of the theological 
 institutions; 
 
 k. monitor, encourage and report on discussion regarding the state of theological education 
 in the province, including curriculum and spiritual formation; 
 
 l. monitor theological education initiatives and modes of delivery, including theological 
 education by extension, distance education, diocesan, provincial or national programmes, 
 and aboriginal and multi-ethnic initiatives; 
 
 m. encourage periodic meetings of heads of colleges in Ontario, directors of field education, 
 faculty, and bishops, along with other diocesan personnel involved in theological training 
 and ordination preparation; 
 
 n. work for ecumenical co-operation between Anglican theological colleges and other 
 theological education institutions; and 
 
 o. engage in ecumenical discussion with respect to provincial government funding of 
 theological education. 
 
4. The General Fund 
 
The General Fund is made up of monies contributed as gifts to the Fund each year by the dioceses 
of the Province. The amount of the contribution requested of each diocese is arrived at through the 
Provincial Council’s annual budgeting process. The Provincial Council, acting at the request and on 
the recommendation of the Commission, has provided that the money in this Fund be distributed 
annually, in equal amounts, among the Anglican Studies Program at St Paul University, Trinity 
College, and Wycliffe College. 
 
Revised 21.iii.14 
Approved by OPCOTE: 21.iii.14 
Approved by Provincial Council: 


