
The Minutes of the Provincial Council Meeting 

Monday, October 8, 2014 

The meeting was held at the Diocese of Toronto Synod Office, 135 Adelaide Street East. 

Present:   Most Rev. Colin Johnson; Rev. Canon Robert Towler, Prolocutor; Ven. Harry 

Huskins; Ven. Andrew Chisholm; Din Oosterbaan; Rt. Rev. Stephen Andrews; David Stamp; 

Garry Barker; James Kelso; Rt. Rev. Michael Bird; Rev. Jean Archbell; Rt. Rev. Michael Oulton; 

Haroldine Neil-Burchert; Rt. Rev. John Chapman; Rev. Kathryn Otley; Laura Walton; Rev. Mark 

Kinghan; Rev. Peter Smyth; Ian Pratt; Hannah Maser; Ven. Wayne Varley; Rev. Canon Dr. 

Timothy Connor; Lesley Curtis; Rev. Susan DeGruchy; Rev. Patricia Dorland. 

Regrets:  Rt. Rev. Bob Bennett; Canon Chris Riggs, Chancellor; Rev. Capt. Lisa BrantFrancis; 

Rev. Deborah Lonergan-Freake; Matthew Brown. 

The Most Rev. Colin Johnson opened the meeting with prayer. 

Courtesies of the House were extended to Ryan Weston, Rev. Canon Douglas Graydon, and 

Rev. Richard Dentinger. 

Moved by David Stamp  

Seconded by Haroldine Neil-Burchert  

that the Agenda for the meeting be accepted. 

                                                               

  CARRIED 

MINUTES OF MARCH 24, 2014 

Moved by David Stamp  

Seconded by Haroldine Neil-Burchert  

that after amending the spelling of Kathryn Ottley’s (Otley) name in the item concerning 

Provincial Synod 2015 the minutes of the meeting of March 24, 2014 be accepted. 

             

         CARRIED 

SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY 

Ryan Weston, the new Social Justice and Advocacy Consultant for the Diocese of Toronto, was 

introduced.  A networking conference was held on the past week-end with 100 people attending.  

The main focus of the work is on child poverty, affordable housing and homelessness and 

environmental issues.  There is an Ontario Poverty Reduction Strategy which at this point does 

not have a clear target.  There is hope for a 25% reduction in child poverty and elimination of 



homelessness.  Environmental issues mobilize around climate change.  There will be a 

Religious Leaders Forum held St. Michael’s College on Nov. 27.  Ryan circulated a pamphlet 

which had been issued dealing with Talking Points in the upcoming Municipal Elections.  Murray 

MacAdam, who recently retired will continue to work with ISARC. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

Rev. Susan DeGruchy reported that no immediate work is being done on the Ontario Human 

Rights Code. 

Rev. Canon Douglas Graydon reported on Emergency Planning especially dealing with 

contagious diseases in the light of the immediate Ebola situation.  Some of the issues are 

staying open during a crisis, coping of staff and respondents during this time, events happening, 

building regulations for housing people during a crisis.  There is a template dealing emergency 

guidelines on the Diocese of Toronto web site.  Work is continuing on this issue. 

Harry Huskins reported on the joint work with the Roman Catholics on Cemeteries which is 

ongoing.  There are many issues concerning closing of churches with cemeteries being 

abandoned namely transfer of funds, ownership and maintenance if municipalities take them 

over.      

Harry Huskins reported on the Ontario Heritage Trust.  There is no one to work with the religious 

communities and they are sensitive to this issue.  The work is ongoing.   

Other work the Council would like pursued would be environmental concerns.  Laura Walton will 

look into this matter. 

OPCOTE 

Rt. Rev. Stephen Andrews reported that Commission had met on Oct. 3.  The meeting dealt 

with a review of the Mandate, Promoting Theological Education, Churches’ Council on 

Theological Education in Canada, Diaconate, Constituency check-in, Pastoral Counselling, 

Bursaries, Residency and spiritual formation, Student debt and the State of Theological 

Education in North America.  After discussion on the revised mandate, it was 

Moved by Rt. Rev. Stephen Andrews 

Second by Dr. Timothy Connor 

That the revised mandate be approved and presented to Provincial Synod. 

           

 CARRIED 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

The Rev. Richard Dentinger reported on the upcoming meeting with diocesan representatives 

concerning common issues and disparity on November 17 and 18.  Issues to be discussed 



include letters of appointment, complaints, screening, benefits, insurance coverage and 

stewardship. 

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE CAMP 

The Rt. Rev. Michael Bird reported that there will be an International Justice Camp held in Cuba 

in May 2016 sponsored by the Diocese of Niagara partnered with Cuba and PWRDF . 

PROVINCIAL CHANCELLORS MEETING 

Christopher Riggs hosted a meeting of the Provincial Chancellors.  Discussed were concerns of 

all dioceses including Human Resources, property, other legal issues pertaining to the church, 

disagreements between lawyers.   

PROVINCIAL SYNOD 2015 

Rev. Susan DeGruchy reported that the Provincial Synod will be in Toronto, October 14 -16, 

2015.  Synod sessions will be held at St. Paul’s, Bloor Street and accommodation will be at the 

Town Inn.  Pamela Boisvert, is the local arrangements chair.  Each diocese should elect a youth 

delegate.  The theme of the Synod will be Reimaging the Church in the Public Square.  A key 

note speaker has yet to be decided.  This will also be an electoral Synod.  There will be a 

teleconference call for the Planning Committee on November 12 at 3 pm  

PROVINCIAL COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 

The Ven. Andrew Chisholm presented the final report of the Provincial Task Group on 

Communications.  No benefit would be gained from a shared or regional newspaper.  One 

suggestion was to produce a four page insert in each paper next September.  Many free 

electronic newsletter services are available to help meet the requirements of the  Anti-Spam 

Legislations.  MailChimp is the most popular and used by many faith groups.  A summary of 

Social Media Usage and other innovative online tools by Dioceses was presented.  The working 

group felt that there was little they could offer on Public Relations and website maintenance as 

each diocese has their own unique needs.  This group felt that they were not the one to deal 

with economies of scale in equipment purchases and service contracts and that Diocesan 

Executive Officers were better suited to deal with his. 

DIOCESE OF MOOSONEE UPDATE 

The Rev. Patricia Dorland reported that one year has passed since the re-organization of the 

diocese.  The Diocesan Office has been moved from Timmins to Cochrane.  There has been a 

meeting of the Council of the North and it was agreed to share educational resources, work 

together on a recruitment instrument, also specific duties and funding. 

Archbishop Johnson reported that he does not see the need for a full-time bishop.  Parishes are 

working in a new cultural context with people being very creative in new ways.  Their financial 

position has stabilized.   



There will be a Metropolitical election at the next Provincial Synod system.  The Metropolitan in 

office automatically becomes the Bishop of Moosonee until such time as the people of the 

Moosonee Diocese decide that they can, once again, sustain financially a full time resident 

Bishop in the diocese. In the present circumstances Archbishop Johnson has the assistance of 

suffragan bishops in the diocese of Toronto and of Bishop Tom Corston as assisting bishop in 

the Diocese of Moosonee.  A future Metropolitan may not have the same personnel resources 

to support this Moosonee ministry. 

The Council members decided that it would be good to consider this matter in more detail 

before the 2015 Provincial Synod election. Bishop John Chapman, Laura Walton and Ven. 

Wayne Varley will look at this situation. 

PRIMATE AND PROVINCIAL CHANCELLORS MEETING 

Archbishop Johnson will report to the meeting on the number of unique issues and social justice 

that Province of Ontario is involved in. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Din Oosterbaan reported on the 2014 and 2015 budgets.   

Moved by Din Oosterbaan 

Seconded by Gary Barker 

That the 2014 budget be approved. 

             

   CARRIED 

Moved by Din Oosterbaan 

Seconded by Gary Barker 

That the 2015 budget be passed as presented.   

             

   CARRIED 

Moved by Gary Barker  

Seconded by Haroldine Neil-Burchert 

That the suggested Theological Education Contributions for 2015 be recommended to the 

Dioceses. 

             

   CARRIED 

Archbishop Johnson closed the meeting with prayer.  The meeting was adjourned at 3.35. 



 

NEXT MEETING:  Monday,  MARCH 23, 2015                  Please note change of date. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

             

             

 

 

 

 

 

 


